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living, says I am too good to contradict her when she thus accuses herself. This atones for all,'tempts me to renew my addresses, which are ever returned in the same obliging manner. Thus, without some speedy relief, I am in danger of losing my whole face. Notwithstanding all this, I dote upon her, and am satisfied she loves me, because she takes me for a man of sense, which I have been generally thought, except in this one instance. Your reflections upon this strange amour would be very useful in these parts, where we are overrun with wild beauties and romps. I earnestly beg your assistance, either to deliver me from the power of this unaccountable enchantment, or, by some proper animadversions, civilise the behaviour of this agreeable rustic. I am, " Sir,
" Your most humble Servant,
"EBENEZER."1 " Mr. BlCKERSTAFF,
" T now take leave to address you in your character of A censor, and complain to you, that among the various errors in conversation which you have corrected, there is one which, though it has not escaped a general reproof, yet seems to deserve a more particular severity. 'Tis a humour of jesting on disagreeable subjects, and insisting on the jest the more it creates uneasiness; and this some men think they have a title to do as friends. Is the design of jesting to provoke ? Or does friendship give a privilege to say things with a design to shock ? How can that be called a jest which has nothing in it but bitterness ? 'Tis generally allowed necessary, for the peace of company, that men should a little study the
1 There   is  a  letter  by   Robin   Harper   on  the  same subject in lillie's "Letters sent to the Tatter and Spectator" i. 326.
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